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COLUMBUS. 

CHRISTOPHER  COLUiVlKUS  born  at 
Genoa,' bdng  ea^ly  indrad.d  in  tlii  art  of 
navigaliioili  fpent  tlie  greatefl  part  of  his 
youth  at  fea^  a.id '  ft <riil v '  to  have  beeii  well ' 
acquahitt-d  \;^'ith  a)!  ihe  Portngueze  difdo- 
V'-ries,  froiff  cape  Na^^,.  in  tUe  kln.^dorn  of 
M')rocco,  t0^pe  de' Wrd,"  whicli  at  that 
tilne  Was  the"^  iiLnofl:  extent  of  theirhiaiH-'- 

A  Chrlftopher., 
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Chrlflopher  Iiapfening  to  be  on  board 
of  one  of  the  fliips  belonglr.g  to  the  famous 
corlair  Columbus  the  younger,  when  he  at- 
tacked four  Venetian  galleys  near  Cape 
St.  \"Incent,  the  veflel  in  which  he  \vas, 
took  fire,  and  he  was  obliged  to  commit 
h'mfelf  to  the  fea,  in  order  to  r.void  the  fu- 
ry of  the  flames.    Being  an  excellent  fwim- 
nier,  he  reached  the  lliore  and  went  for  Lif- 
bon,  where  by  his  behavior  he  foon  acqui- 
red a  good  number  of  friends,  and  engaged 
the  aife£tion  of  a  lady  offome  fortune,  who 
he  married  with  her  mother's  cqnftnt. 
Among  the  papers  of  his  wife's  father,  who 
had  been  fome  time  dead,  he  found  a  great 
many  manufcripts  and  fome  charts,  the  pe- 
rufal  of  which  infpired  him  with  the  am- 
bition of  making  a  difcovery  which  ihould 

eclipfe 
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eclipfc  every  thing  of  the  kind  which  had 
been  hitherto  achieved • 

He  fooH  became  perfuaded,  that  fo  great 
a  part  of  the  globe  as  was  then  unknown^ 
mufl  confifl  of  fomething  elfe  than  fea,  and ' 
that  is  was  practicable  to  find  a  fliorter 
way  to  the  Indies  by  the  weft,  than  by  way- 
of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  for  he  firm!/ 
believed  that  the  Eafl  Indies  extended  fo 
far  eafterly,  as  to  be  within  the  reach  of  a 
fhort  voyage  performed  in  a  wcftcrlj  dired- 
ion. 

Po/Teflfed^f  this  notion,  he  addrefled  him*' 
fclftojohn  II.  king  of  Portugal,  who  lif-« 
tencd  attentively  to  his  p;*6je<a^  though  he 
did  not  altogether  approve  of  his  propofal, 
A  z  Joto 
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John  amufed  ^ilm  for  Tome  time,  dunng 
whica  he  thought  he  bad  extraded  the  very 
eflcnce  .of  his  fciieme,  and  under  pretene^ 
of.  femrmg,  fMPpVies.  ,tp  ,.tb^  Cape  .  de  Verd 
Iflaads^  attcd.ouv  a  v^l  in  order  to  difco- 
v^r  the^Indkson  his  .own  account.  How- 
ever, fas  ungenerous  enterprize  mifcarrkd, 
and  thofe-  charged  .with  its.  execution  re- 
turned pCape  de  Verd,  fully  perf\iad^.;  that 
the .projeft  \yas  altogether  chimerical. 

Columlus,  fo  deeply  refented  this  unfair 
conduct  of  ttie  kaig,  tiiat  he  Ul  Portugal, 
and  oliered  his  fervice  to  the  kia^  aiid  (jue^n 
of  Caftil^,  Ferdma.id  ar.a  ifabtlla;  to  who. n  ^ 
he  prefented  his  plan  aad  propo.als-^W^ 
this  ft^  P  ^e  did  not '  take  'till  ^tci^  fee'h'ad ' 
his  b^Olhet  BAtcriOlofticW  ^ilih  the' fame 

offers 
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offers  to  Henry  VII.  king  of  England,  who 
in  all  probaMllty  would  have  l^ee.n  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  new  w  rl\  Inad  nor  Eai  tho- 
joniew  been  takrn  a  id  ftripp  d  by  pirates 
Jn  bis  paffaoe  ;  fo  that  when  he  arrived  in 
London,  he  was  r  dnced  to  fuch  extreme 
poverty  as  utterly  difabh^d  h'm  from  pro- 
moting hts  fuit,  and  o  tahiin-  an  audience 
of  his  Maji- fty ,  u'  ltil  '  y  Tnaking  -^n.^  vending 
fea  charts,  he  in  the  emu  ft- of  (ercv^  y.^ars 
acquired  fome  reriitation  and  at  lait  ^omid 
means  to  conimunicRte  his  fchtrme,  >v!ii;:ii 
met  with  all  the  enonrageme  it  he  c->nld 
defire  :  but  by  that  time,  bis  brother  h^d 
actually  failed  in  the  f^rvice  of  their  Cr;t>- 
lian  majeflies.  Even  Chriftopiier  .  jd  riol 
carry  his  point  'till  after  he  had  perfevertd 


The  first  voyage 


in  his  felicitations  for  the  fpaceofcight 
years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  was  un- 
expeftedly  recalled  by  the  queen  of  Caftile, 
by  the  perfuarion  of  Lewis  de  St.  Angelo, 
her  cciifeffor,  who  prevailed  upon  her  to 
comply  with  the  demands  of  Columbus,  and 
even  lent  her  money  to  promote  the  expedi- 
tion. 

Crrhlopher,  was  immediately  appointed 
lidmiral  on  the  ocran,  to  enjoy  all  the  ap- 
pointments, prerogative's,  and  privileges 
annexed  to  the  f.a^<3  cf  Caiiile  and  Leon  in 
their  rtipeftlve  fcas  ;  it  wa:^  agreed,  that 
all  civil  employments  in  the  iflands  and 
continent  to  be  difcovered,  fliouK!  be  wholly 
at  his  difpofal ;  that  all  governments  mould 
l"C  given  to  one  of  thofe  perroiis  lie  fhould 
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name;  that  he  fliould  appoint  judges  in 
Spain  for  India;j  affairs ;  that  over  and 
above  the  falary  and  perquifites  of  adniira], 
viceroy  and  governor,  he  ftould  have  the 
tenth  of  all  that  was  bought,  bartered  found 
or  acquired  within  the  limits  of  his  admiral- 
Jliip,  after  the  charge  of  the  conquefl 
lliould  be  defrayed,  toget!ier  with  an  eighth 
part  of  all  that  he  fliould  bring  home  in 
his  fleet  ;  in  confideration  of  which  he 
Ihould  be  at  an  eighth  part  of  the  ex- 
pence. 

Thefe  articles  being  fettled,  the  admiral 
repaired  to  Palos,  in  order  to  forward 
his  equipment,  which  confiiled  of  three 
fmall  vefTels,  nnmely,  the  Santa  Maria,  ad- 
Hiiral  Columbus^  the  La  Pinta,  Mart::i 
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Ahvzo  Pinzon,  rnd  la  Nina  with  fquar^ 
fails,  commanded  by  his  brother  Vincent 
Yanes  Pinzon,  both  natlvts  of  Pt  los. 

Tl  efe  ve/^els  leivg  furnjfi.ed  with  pro- 
vifioi  s,.  recefaries,  and  ninety  m^n,  fet 
fail  on  Se  tnrday,  the  third  day  of  Augufl:, 
in  the  year  1492.  TI  urfday  the  eighth, 
?.^ont  break  of  day  tley  law  the  Czrpiy 
Iflands.  The  w'nd  being  in  ti  eir  teeth> 
two  days  elapfcd  before  thty  conld  anchor 
at  Gran  Canaria,  where  the  admiral  hk 
Pinzpn  with  directions  to  prccnre  if  poffible 
another  fhip  in  the  room  of  that  he  com- 
manded, whofe  rudder  had  been  much  in- 
fureo,  while  himfelf,  accompanied  by  La 
^rma,  failed  on  the  fame  defign  for  the  Ifland 
xera,  which  he  reached  on  Sunday. 

Upon 
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Upon  bis  fifH:  arr'vsl  he  fent  l  ie  boat  on 
flicre  to  enquiie  after  a  vffTel,  aiic^  at  its 
rttrrr  next  day  nrderflcod  there  was  not 
one  in  the  whole  ifland^  though  the  inhabi- 
Ttants  hourly  expelled  DoTna  Eeatr  xde 
S obadilla  their  pro:  rietrefs  from  the  Gran 
Canaria  in  a  vefel  of  forty  toiis,  wh'c^^ 
naight  be  eafily  fitted  for  his  voyage.  In 
confequenceof  th"'b  Inform  . tion,  he  refclved 
to  wait  for  her  arrival,  and  in  t  e  me  :n 
time  f  nt  a  man  on  board  of  a  bark  bound 
for  Gran  Canaria  to  inform  Pir.Z':^.n  of  the 
place  where  he  lay,  and  hrjp  him  to  repair 
his  rudder  in  cafe  he  had  not  been  a^  le  to 
procure  another  lliip.  Having  w.-ited  a 
long  time  in  vain  for  an  aniwer,  he  refol- 
ved  to  return  to  Gran  Canaria,.and  fail- 
ing on  the  twenty  fourth,  came  up  with 

the 
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the  bark  which  had  been  hitherto  detained 
hy  contrary  winds:  that  fame  night  he 
failed  clofe  hy  the  ifland  of  Teneriffe,  and 
next  day  anchored  at  the  Gran  Canaria, 
where  he  found  Pinzon,  who  told  him  that 
the  lady  Beatrix  had  failed  fome  days  be* 
fore,  in  that  veiTel  for  which  he  had  waited 
fo  long.  Although  he  was  mortified  at 
this  difappointment,  he  refolved  to  repair 
the  damaged  caraval  as  well  as  he  could, 
by  funiilhing  her  with  a  new  rudder,  and 
at  the  fame  time  to  alter  the  fquare  fails 
of  La  Nina,  fo  as  that  Ihc  might  be  the 
more  able  to  keep  company  with  her  con- 
forts. 

Thus  refitted  and  improvcxl,  they  de- 
parted from  ihe  Gran  Canaria  on  the  lirll 
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of  September,  and  next  day  arrived  at  Go* 
mera,  where  Tome  time  being  fpent  in  lav^ 
irig  in  provifions,  wood  and  water,  thev  fet 
fail  and  ftood  av.  ay  to  the  weflward.  On 
Sunday  the  ninth,  about  day  break,  the 
admiral  found  himfelf  nine  leagues  weft  of 
the  I  Hand  of  Ferro,  where  they  loft  fight 
of  land,  and  many  people  on  board  wept 
bitterly.     Columbus  perceiving  this  de* 
(pondence,  comforted  them  with  the  moft 
confident  afTarances  of  wealtli  and  profpe- 
rity,   and  although  they  failed  eighteen 
leagues  that  day,  pretended  they  had  made 
J^o  more  than  fifteen,  revolving  to  difguife 
biS  reckoning  in  this  manner  not  only  to 
bis  mariners  but  o:;^cers  during   the  whole 
voyage,  that  tbey  might  not  think  them- 
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felves  fo  far  from  Spain  as  thcfy  really 
were, 

Cont'niiing  the  fame  eourfe,  he  on  Wed- 
nefday  the  twdfth  of  Sef  tember,  being  one 
buiulredand  fifty  leagues  w«  ft  of  Ferro,dif- 
covered  the  body  of  a  large  tree,  which 
feemtd  to  have  been  a  long  time  upon  the 
water. 

On  -the  fpurteenth,;  the.  people  on  board 
the  l  a  Nina,  iiad  the  proceeding  day,  been 
furpri'td  at  the  fig;bt  of  a  tro?ic-l>ird,  which 
ti  e  Si-a  i-anis  ca!l  ral  o  ce  junro  :  1  ut  the 
next  iia.v  ihey  were  Hill  more  aAonlfhed 
,when  t-h(y.f::iw  the  Tea,  in  a  manner  covered 
with  green  ^  n  l  ye  .low  weeds,  which  fe.  m- 
fid  to  be  lately  walhed  away  from  .the  land. 

Fro:ii 
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From  tjhis ,  phenomenon,  they  concluded 
that  they  were  near  feme  country. 

On  Tuefday,  the  eighteenth  oi  September 
Martin'  Alonzo   Plnzon,  captain  of  the 
Pinta,  being  a-head,  lay  to  for  the  admi* 
ral,  and  told  him  that  he  had  feeri  a  great  * 
numk r  of  birds  flying  weftward,  fo  that  he 
expeded  that  night  to  difcover  land,  which 
indeed  he  thoueht  he  already  defcried  to- 
the  northward,  at  the  diflance  of  fifteen 
leagues.    Hut  tliis  was  a  notion  to  which 
no  regard  was '  paid  by  tlie- admiral,  who 
therefore  would  tofe  no  t'lnie  iii  ^Iteriilf  hW 
coutfe,   notwlthftandiVig  the  folicitatiohs' 
of  his  people. -  However,  ai  the  wind  be*" 
gan  to  f R  flieii',  "they  tddk  in  theif '  t6pfalls  - 
at  nighty  this  being  "the  ^iirft  time  they  :  had 

occafion 
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occafion  to  I  rim  a  fail,  in  the  fpace  of  ele- 
ven days,  during  which  they  ftill  continued 
their  courfe  wcftwsrd. 

On  the  nineteenth  d  ay  of  September  in 
the  morning,  the  admiral  feeing  a  number 
of  fea  gulls,  began  to  conceive  hopes  of  land, 
from  which  he  fuppofed  thefe  fowls  would 
not  fly  a  great  way,  and  in  that  opinion 
founding  with  a  line  of  two  hnndred  fathon^ 
he  found  no  bottom* 

On  Thurfday  the  twenty  fecond,  the 
wind  blew  from  the  fouth  weft,  which  tho* 
cotnrary ,  gave  great  fatisfadtion  to  the  ad" 
xniral,  in  as  much  as  he  could  now  con* 
vince  the  crew  of  the  vanity  of  their  fears, 
in  fuppofmg^tbHt  as  the  wind  had  always 
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been  right  a-ftern,  tliey  fliould  never  have 
a  fair  gale  to  carry  them  back.    Yet  in 
fpite  of  his  reafons  anc^  remonflrances,  the 
crew  began  to  murmur,  m  apprehenfion  of 
perifliing  at  fea,  in  quefl  of  a  country  tha^ 
vas  no  where  to  be  found ;  and  their  dif- 
content  role  to  fuch  a  degree  of  clamour 
that  in  all  probabilily  a  mutiny  would  have, 
enfued^  had  not  a  brifk  wind  fprung  un  at 
wefl-north-wefl:,  and  demonftrated  that 
they  would  always  have  a  chance  for  re- 
turning :  befides,  their  hope  of  land  was  re« 
vived  by  a  bird  that  flew  over  the  fliip, 
and  the  flight  of  fevcral  others  from  the 
weft* 

The  more  the  people^  were  elated  by 
thefc  fignsjt  the  greater  )vas  their  mortifica- 
tion 
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tioii  when  they  found  theni)elve3  difappolnt- 
ed  :  and  n9W,  ihcy  i^et  only  loudly  com^ 
plaiaed,  but  even  began  to  cabal  agauift 
the  dmiral,  wpiom  tney  faid,  irom  a  fool- 
iih  and  ill  grounded  fancy,  had  formed  a 
dtijgn  of  raifing  his  own  family  and  fortune 
at  the  expence  of  all  their  lives  and  ia- 
boisr:  t'ley  fuggefted  to  one  another  that 
thcv  n  d  alrpdy  proceeded  Car  en  mghto 
ma  uicll  th  .ir  courage  and  perreverance, 
a  id  -  itjat  it  Wcks  now  high  time  to  retunv 
ta  their  friends  and  country,  ev«n  if  they 
Ihtiuld  be  obtiged  to  coaiipel  Coltnnba^  to; 
gratify  thait  cH^re  '  in  tiiis  particular.. 
They  w.re  the  more  fanguine  in  the  pfp^^ 
feciition  of  this  I'chem^',  as  they  fuppofed 
th6 '  admiral ,  wfio  ^'^a^^  foreig^ier i  cbuld 
Slot  iiave  iiuereff  ^^h"3u^*^W'Coarc4d,*rwg  - 

thenx; 
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them  to  condign  punlfTiment  for  their  dif- 
obedience  and  rebellion,  efpecially  as  they 
knew  he  had  powerful  enemies,  who  would 
embrace  every  opportunity  of  frudrating 
hisdefigns:  nay,  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  fury 
were  they  wrought  by  their  terror  and  d^- 
fpair,  that  fbme  among  them  adually  pro- 
pofed  to  throw  him  overboard, 

Columbus  was  not  ignorant  of  the  mu- 
tinous rpirit  that  pofTefTed  his  men,  and  ex- 
erted uncommon  addrefs  in  quelling  it  j 
fometinies  by  repr^ienting  the  duty  they 
owed  him,  who  was  vefled  with  a  legal 
authority,  which  he  was  refolved  to  main- 
tain, though  at  tlie  ha'7,ard  of  his  life ; 
and  fometimes  by  reproaching  ther.i  with 
their  impatience  and  pufilanimity,  wbicli 
B  even 
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even  the  mofl  apparent  %ns  o£  land  could 
not  reprefs.  In  a  few  words,  he  refuted 
their  fears,  foothed  their  difquiets,  and  en* 
couraged  their  hopes. 

On  Tuefday  the  twenty  fifth  day  of 
September,  about  fun  fetting,  Pinzon,  whofe 
fliip  was  along  fide  of  the  admiral,  all  of  a 
fudden  called  out  land  !  land !  and  pomted 
towards  the  fouth-wefl,  where  Lhey  perceiv- 
ed fomething  like  an  ifland,  at  the  diflance 
of  five  aud  twenty  leagues.  Though  Co- 
I  umbus  did  not  in  his  own  mind  affent  to 
the  inference  they  had  drawn,  he  in  com- 
pliance with  the  demand  of  his  men,  flood 
towards  the  fuppofed  ifland  during  the  beft 
part  of  the  night^and  in  the  morning  they 
fawit  vanifn  in  theclouds»  Next  day  they 


feveral  gulls,  and  abundance  of  flying  fifli, 
^vhich  are  in  length  about  feven  or  eight 
inches,  furniflied  v/ith  two  little  membra- 
nous wings,  or  rather  broad  fxns,  by  the 
help  of  which  they  fly  above  water  when 
•  purfued  by  the  dolphins,  and  verj  oftea 
dropintoveirds,5  for  as  their  wings  be- 
come dry  in  a  v^ry  little  time,  the  utmofl 
extent  of  their  flight  does  not  exceed  a  bow 
fliot. 

On  Monday,  the  firfl:  day  of  Oaober, 
the  pilot  of  the  admiral's  fliip  was  by  ac- 
count five  hundred  and  feventy  eight 
leagues  weft  of  the  ifland  of  Ferro,  and  tho' 
the  reck^ining  of  Columbus  amounted  to 
feven  hundred  and  feven,  he  winked  at  the 
Qtkr'«  gvofs  miftake,  left  the  faUors  ihoul* 
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be  quite  dejeded  by  knowing  exadlly  how 
far  they  w^re  from  home.  On  the  third, 
feeing  no  birds,  they  conjedured  that  they 
had*llipt  between  fome  inlands,  and  the  men 
carneftly  entreated  the  admiral  to  fleer  ei" 
ther  to  the  one  fide  or  to  the  other,  in 
qiieft  of  the  land  which  they  imagined 
they  had  left  behind  j  but  Columbus*^ 
would  not  comply  with  their  entreaties^ 
beceufe  he  v  as  unwilling  tolofe  the  favora- 
ble wind  which  carried  him  to  the  weflward, 
which  he  accounted  his  furefl  courfe^aod 
would  not  take  any  flep  to  lefTen  the  repu- 
tation of  his  undertakirig,  which  muft  bave 
fufftrcd  in  the  opinion  of  his  people,  had  he 
changed  his  direftion  from  that  which  he 
had  all  :  long  affured  them  would  termi- 
nate in  the  accompliflnnent  of  their  willies. 

This 
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This  fortitude  of  the  admiral  they  inter] 
pretedinto  obfllnacy  and  madnef3,and  were 
actually  on  the  brink  of  taking  fome  def- 
perate  flepto  his  prejudice,  when  their  fury 
was  appeafed  by  the  arrival  of  above  forty 

r 

l^arrows,  and  fome  other  land  birds  that 
came  from  the  weflward. 

On  Sunday,  the  feventh  of  October, 
fo  e  imperfcri  figns  of  land  appeared, 
but  no  nun  on  board  would  ventur^ 
to  mention  it,  becaufe  their  catholic  ma- 
jeflles  had  proniiled  a  penilon  of  thirty 
crowns  for  life,  to  him  who  fliould  firil: 
difco/er  land.  But  in  order  to  prevent 
their  noify  exclamations  at  every  trifling 
fymptom  or  conceit,  it  was  likewife  de- 
creed, that   whofoever  Hiould  cry  land# 

three 
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three  days  before  it  was  adliially  made 
lliOiild  forfeit  the  reward,  even  thcu?^h  he 
Ihould  afterwards  prove  the  difcoverer. 

Notv/itli^flanding  this  i-recaiit'on,  tlie 
Nina,  which  being  the  befL-  failcr,  kept  al- 
ways a-head,  fired  a  gu::,  r:-^.''  ^^o'fleJthe 
Golors,  in  token  of  land  fc.it'r.er 
Miey  failed,  the  more  tl;.  or^vlnccd 
of  their  miltake,  fc^r  the  ;:.i.:ice  i\\.-x 
mifled  t::em  totally  vaniflied  as  they  advan- 
ced. Next  C-rj  v.iver,  they  were  in 
fome  meafure  coiifoied  ibr  their  dhappoiut- 
ment  by  many  flights  of  great  fowl  and 
fmallland  birds  from  the  weO:  to  the/bath- 
weft,  and  the  admiral  being  fully  perfuadcd 
that  they  could  not  go  far  to  fea,  he  in  imi- 
tation of  the  Portu^ueze,  who  had  difco* 

reied 
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vered  many  iflands  by  following  the  direc- 
tion of  fuch  birds^  altered  his  courfe  and 
flood  to  the  fouth-\vefl,  having  now  ran 
feven  hundred  and  fifty  leagues  to  the  U'eiT- 
ward  of  the  Csiiiaries,  within  which  Cpace 
he  had  hoped  to  rind  Hifpaniola,  which  he 
then  called  Cipango. 

On  Monday,  O&ober  the  eighth,  they  ' 
were  vifited  by  finging  birds  of  difierent 
•olors,  and  faw  a  number  of  others,  great 
and  fmall,  flying  towards  the  foutiv-wcfl:  ; 
they  likewife  perceived  the  air  to  be  V: 
and  odoriferous  ;  but '  the  crew  had  been 
fo  often  deceived,  that  even  the;-- certa'n 
figns  conld  not  fupprefs  their  miT::r:a  ^j 
which  dnring  the  two  fncceedin?^  di  ;  ^  en* 
cx;eafed  to  fuch  a  degree,  in  fpite  of  all  the 

eifbrts 
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efforts  of  the  admiral,  that  he  would  net 
have  been  able  much  longer  to  withftand 
the  florm  of  their  di'content,  which  was 
ready  to  biirft  in  open  rebellion,  when  it 
was  providentially  diiJipated  by  fuch  mani- 
fcfl  tokens  of  neighboring  land,  as  they 
could  no  longer  difcredit. 

On  Thurfday,  the  eleventh  of  Oftober, 
thofe  on  board  the  admiral  faw  a  green 
rufh,  together  with  a  large  rock  fifii  fwim 
by  the  iljip  ;  the  people  of  the  Pint  a  dif- 
covered  a  cane  floating,  and  took  up  a  llaff 
cunoufiy  wrought,  together  with  a  fmal] 
board,  and  abundance  of  weeds  newly  wafli' 
ed  from  the  banks  :  at  the  fame  time  the 
crew  of  the  Kina  perceived  a  branch  of 
t  horn  full  of  red  berries. 

The 
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The  admiral  being  afTured  of  the  vicinity 
of  land,  hai  rangued  bis  men  at  night,  re- 
minding them  of  the  mercy  of  God,  in 
granting  them  fair  weather  during  fuch  a 
long  voyage,  and  exhorted  them  to  be  ex- 
tremely vigilant  for  that  night,  as  he  firm" 
ly  expefted  to  fee  land  next  day,  and 
order  to  encourage  them  to  be  watchful, 
he  not  only  mentioned  the  penfion  of  thirty 
crowns,  but  alfo  promifed  to  give  a  velvet 
doublet  to  him  who  ihould  be  the  firfl 
dilcoverer.  After  this  fpeech,  he  about 
ten  o'  clock  retired  to  the  great  cabin,  from 
whence  perceiving  what  appeared  to  be  a 
light  on  fir  re,  he  called  to  one  Peter  Gu" 
tierres,  vMio  be'ng  defred  to  obferve,  fald 
he  plainly  faw  it,  and  conjectured  it  to  be 
a  candle  or  torch  deionging  to  for/.r  fiQi^ 

erman 
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erman  or  traveller,  becaufe  it  feemed  to 
mcve,ar.d  vannlied,  and  appeared  by  turns. 
This  appearance  cncreafed  the'ir  vigilance 
and  caiit-io!!,  t'^ough  they  flill  held  on  their 
coiirfe  'till  ab  nit  two  in  t'le  m  ining, 
when  tlie  Pinta  being  fvir  a- head  gave  the 
iignr;!  of  land  ,  wli'ch  was  firfi:  difcovered 
byaiailor,  called  Roderic  de  Triana,  at 
the  diOance  of  two  leagues:  but  lie  dij 
not  enjoy  the  penilon,  wh'ch  was  granted 
to  the  admiral,  who  had  before  perceived 
the  light. 

Being  lb  near  the  lliore,  all  the  ftips  lay 
to,  and  the  people  waited  for  morning  with 
the  utmofl  impatience  of  hope,  that  they 
might  feafl  their  eyes  with  what  they  had 
fo  long,  and  fo  eagerly  wlflied  to  behold. 

Day 
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Day  no  fconer  broke,  than  they  per- 
ceived an  ifland,  about  fifteen  leagues  in 
length,  almofl:  OH'w  continued  v^i^ctin,  v/ithoiit 
hills,  covered  with  green  trees,  fiipplied 
with  delicious  Itreams,  and  a  gr-at  lake  in 
t^e  mldd]e  ;  and  inhalired  by  a  number 
of  people,  who  ran  down  to  the  faore  afto- 
nilhed  at  the  fight  of  il.ips,  which  they  at 
,  firfl  miflook  for  livl:;g  crcat  res,    As  for 
the  Spr.niards,  they  W(  re  inf.amed  by  ths 
moll  eager  cnricfity,  to  know  the  parti- 
culars  of  ti)is  intercfcing  difcovery,  and 
t;ie  vcfTLls  were  no  fooner  brought  to  an 
anchor,  than  the  admiral  went  afliore  with 
Ills  boat  well  armed,  and  the  royal  fland- 
ard  dirpiayed,  being  atteiiced  by  the  other 
two  captains  in  their  refpeclive  beats,  with 
the  particular  enfigns  of  this  enterprize, 

diftinguifiied 
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diftinguiflied  by  an  F,  with  a  green  crofs 
on  one  fiue,  and  the  names  of  Ferdinand 
and  Ifabella  crowned  on  the  other. 

As  foon  as  they  had  landed,  they  kneel- 
ed on  the  fliore^  giving  thanks  to  God  for 
his  indulgence,  and  kiiTed  the  ground  while 
they  flied^tears  of  joyj  then  the  admiral  call- 
ed the  ifiand  St.  Salvador,  and  took  rofTelli" 
on  of  it  for  their  cathol.c  ma;efi:ies;  he  \va^ 
acknowledged  as  adrnirsl  and  viceroy  by 
the  Spaniards,  who  fwo-e  to  obey  him  as 
the  reprefentativ  '  of  their  majefties,  and 
implored  his  pardon  for  the  affronts  and  in- 
fiilts  he  had  fo  patiently  borne  from  theni« 

A  great  number  of  the  Indians  bjing 
prefeni  at  the  tranfaftion,  and  appearing 

to 
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to  be  very  fimple,  quiet,  and  peaceable^^ 
Cokimbns  diflribnted  among  them  feme 
things  of  fmall  value,  which  they  received 
with  tranfport,  and  feemed  to  prize  at  a 
very  high  rate.  Nay,  when  he  returned 
to  his  fliip,  (ome  cf  them  fwam  after  him 
and  others  followed  in  canoes  with  parrots, 
bottoms  of  fpun  cotton,  javelins,  and  other 
trifles,  to  barter  for  beads,  bells,  and  other 
inconfiderable  toys.  They  were  of  a  mid- 
dle nature,  well  iLaped,  of  an  olive  color, 
with  black  hair  cut  Ihort  above  the  ears* 
Their  countenances  were  open, their  features 
regular,  and  their  foreheads  high.  The 
faces  of  fome,  and  bodies  of  others  were 
painted  black,  white,  and  red,  though  in 
a  few  the  nofes  and  eyes  only  were  co- 
lored. 

Oa 
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On  being  afked  by  figns  how  they  came 
by  thofe  wounds,  the  marks  of  which  they 
flill  retained  on  their  bodies,  they  anfwered 
in  the  fame  kind  of  language,  that  they 
were  received  in  their  own  defence,  agaiiift 
the  inhabitants  of  other  iflands,  who  came 
with  a  view  to  enflave  them.  The  only 
fptcies  of  living  creatures  that  the  iflands 
produced,  were  parrots,  which  th^y  barter- 
ed with  the  failors. 

Next  day,  being  the  thirteenth  of  Octo- 
ber, in  the  morning,  a  great  number  of 
thele  Indians  came  on  board  in  their  canoes 
which  are  made  by  hollowing  the  trunk 
of  a  tree,  fome  of  them  being  fo  fmall  as 
to  hold  one  perfon  only,  and  others  lar^e 
enough  to  contain  forty  }  they  are  rowed 
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with  paddles,  and  fo  li^ht  that  if  they 
chance  to  be  overfet,  the  rowers  can  eafjjy 
fet  them  upright  again,  and  empty  the 
^vater  with  calabaflies;  which  they  keep 
for  that  purpofe. 

They  were  fo  greedy  of  poiTfffing  any 
thing  belonging  to  the  Spaniards,  that  if 
they  could  pick  up  a  bit  of  broken  earthen 
ware  they  would  leap  into  the  fea  and  fwlm 
afliore  with  it,  and  they  would  exchange 
any  thing  they  had  for  the  gres  tefl  trifles  : 
fomedf  them  gave  five  and  twenty  pounds 
of  fpun  cotton  for  three  fmall  pieces  of 
Portugueze  brafs  coin  not  worth  a  far- 
thing. 

^  Next  Sunday,  being  the  fourteenth  of  Oc^ 

tobcr 
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tober,  the  admiral  in  his  boat5  coafted  the 
ifland  towards  the  north-wefl:,  until  he 
found  a  large  bay  or  harbour.  In  this 
circuit  he  was  attended  by  crowds  of  the 
inhabitants,  who  followed  him  by  fea  and 
land,  expreffing  their  wonder  and  regar^j 
by  a  thoufand  gefticulatious ;  and  arrived 
at  a  peninfula,  where  he  faw  half  a  dozen 
of  their  houfes  and  plantations,  as  pleafant 
as  thofe  of  England  in  the  month  of  June, 
But  finding  this  was  not  the  land  he  look-* 
ed  for,  he  took  feven  of  thefe  Indians  to 
ferve  as  interpreters,  and  returning  to  his 
fliips,  failed  on  thedifcovery  of  other  iflands 
that  were  difcernable  from  the  peninfula, 
reported  by  the  inhabitants  of  St,  Salva- 
dor  to  be  fruitful  and  populous. 
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On  Monday,  having  failed  feven  leagues 
lie  arrived  at  the  weft  end  of  one,  about 
ten  leagues  in  length,  which  he  called  St. 
Mary,  but  percciviig  little  or  no  difierence 
between  the  inhabitants  of  this  iHand  and 
thofe  of  St.  Salvador,  nor  any  thing  elfg 
worth  notice  iu  its  produftions,  he  conti- 
nued his  courfe  weftXvard,  and  anchored 
upon  the  coaft  of  another  larger  iiland,  ex- 
tending north-weft  and  fouth  eaft,  above 
eight  and  twenty  leagues.  Before  he  reach- 
ed-this  pleafant  fpot,  which  he  named  Fer-- 
nandina,  he  took  up  at  fea  an  Indian  in  a 
fmall  canoe,  furnifiied  with  a  piece  of  their 
bread,  a  calabaft)  full  of  water,  and  a  little 
earth  like  vermilion,  with  which  thofe  peo- 
ple paint  their  bodies;  he  was  likewife 
provided  with  fome  dried  leaves,  valued  for 
G  their 
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their  agreeable  and  wholefome  fmell^  and 
a  little  bafket,  containing  a  firing  of  glafs 
beads,  and  twc  fmail  pieces  of  Portugueze 
money,  from  which  circumflances  it  ap- 
peared he  was  bound  from  St.  Salvador 
to  Fernandina,  wi tk  the  ftrange  news  of  the 
admiral's  arrival ;  but  the  voyage  being 
long,  he  was  weary  with  paddling,  andde- 
Hred  to  be  taken  on  board.  Columbus 
granted  his  requeft,treatedhim  courteotifly? 
and  fent  him  on  fliore,  that  he  might  pre* 
poflefs  the  natives  of  Fernandina  in  favor 
of  the  new  comers.  The  fucccfs  atJifwered 
the  admiral's  expectation,  for  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  favorable  account  given  by 
the  Indian,  the  illanders  canle  aboard  in 
their  canoes,  to  barter  with  the  fame  fort 
©f  cQHungditics  as  they  found  at  St.^Salva. 

dor 
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dor  5  but  tliey  feemed  to  have  more  faga- 
city  than  the  other,  and  made  more  advan- 
tageous bargains,  Thefe  people  had  fome 
cotton  cloth  in  their  hoiifes. 

Finding  nothing  valuable  in  this  ifl-md, 
Colmnbus,  on  Friday,  Oftober  the  nine- 
teenth, failed  to  another,  on  vi^hich  he  be- 
llowed the  name  of  Ilabcila,  in  honor  o^ 
t^e  qiieen.  This  in  beauty  and  extent  far 
exctedtd  the  others }  for  befides  that  it  a"* 
bounded  with  ftreams  pleafant  meadows 
and  groves,  the  profpccl:  v4S  diverfiHcd  with 
lulls.  The  admiral  Ui: tied  to  perform  the 
ceremony  of  taking  poffclJIun,  and  walked 
through  fome  dclighrful  meadov/s,  where 
the  eaj  was  rayifhed  with  the  fongs  of 
birds« 
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Proce  edlng  towards  the  hiland  parts? 
they  arri  ved  at  a  town,  the  people  of  which 
fled  with  all  the  good^  they  could  carry  ofF^ 
hut  the  admiral  forbiding  tiis  men  to  'touch 
any  tl  ing  they /had  left,  their  feiir  foon 
fubf ded,  and  tley,  of  their  own  ricccrd 
came  down  to  the  fiii]  s  to  Larter. 

CcliiniKiis,  havirg  rrade  hliiife]^  ac- 
quainted V  ith  the  produce  of  Ifabella,  ftt 
fail  with  a  fair  wind  lor  a  large  country, 
cxtolkd  ly  the  Indians  under  the  name  of 
Cuba,  lyi>  g  towards  the  fouth,  at  th« 
north  fide  of  which  he  arrived  on  Sunday, 
the  twenty  eighth  of  Oftober. 

This  ifland  at  firfl  fight  juflified  what  had 
been  faid  in  it§  praife ;  for  it  e;jjhibited  a 

moft 
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niofl;  enchanting  variety  of  hills  and  dales, 
woods  and  plains,  and  appeared  to  be  of 
much  conrequence,  by  ths  greatneiVand  ex- 
tent ofirs  coafts  and  rivers. 

la  order  to  obtain  fo.ne  intellir^ence  of 
the  natives,  the  adaiiral  anchored  hi  a  large 
river,  the  banks  of  vvhlcl-  ■  led  by 

thick  C;nd  tali  trees,  ad-vrni-d    :  ■> 
and  fru't  aito^etiier  iiuknown 
'1'  h:  fe  w^^rt  t;.  ..a.ited  by  a  great  F*u:ii::;er  or 
:rdi,  and'  the  ground  was  cloathcd  with 
^^rais  of  a  moH  luxuriant  growtn. 

■  '       "       iVom  this  place, 

,.  jre  deSerted  by 
the  people,  who  terrified  rUj  ay.peai' 
ance  of  the  lliius,  had  b:-:taka:i  thenireh\'^3 
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to  fl^glit,  leading  their  nets  and  fi/hing  tac- 
kle, together  with  a  dog.  However,  they 
fuftaiaed  no  damage  5  for  the  Spaniards, 
without  touching  any  of  their  uten'Us,  re' 

iml  arker,  and  contlruLd  their  courfe  wefl 
ward,  jrizil  they  ?;n  'Vtd  at  the  mouth  of 
another  river;,  which  the  at!^^i*ral  called  de 
'^l^rci.  This  1  eiuo  more  coi}i]JcrabIe  thnii 
the  other,  the  mips  entered  and  h  iled  up 
a  goo.l  way,  the  hanks  of  whxrnvere  inha- 
bited  ;  but  htrctoothe  natives  fied  with  all 
the  eifefts  they  cculd  carry  to  the  morn  - 
tv''-  -  h,  zr)yi:zncd  round  ar.d  lofty,  co- 
;  .1  verdai:t  plai.ts  and  (lately  trees* 

Colun:bn3  forefceing  that  he  fnould  never 
be  able  to  learn  the  nature  of  the  ifldnd,  if 
tlie  Inhabitants  Ihould    continue  to  avoid 
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Wm  In  this  manner;  and  ref]e(^ing  that  ni 
cafe  he  Hiould  Jand  with  a  niim'ber  of  men, 
their  ter/or  would  be  encreafed,  heorderecl 
two  Spaniards,  attended  by  the  liidinn  of 
St,  Salvador,  and  another  of  C aba  wI.q 
had  ver.tured  to  come  aboard  hi  h:s  canoe, 
to  travel  up  into  tl-e  c  onntry,  ai:d  toh-^- 
have  obiigiiigiy  to  :  1 
find  j  and  in  the  n^xpr 
lliip  to  be  careened :  c  -:c::  'o 

oblerved  that  aU  tbc^r  f  -^-iltirk 
wood. 

The  fill p  was  renairefl  a.iJ  readj^' to  fsil 
hy  the  fifth  of  Novenrrer.  when  toe  tvo 
ambafiadors  returned ,  a  co-ir" '  "  ^  -  ^1 
Indians  of  rank,  and  infoinied  the  acln  ir-..; 
that  thaj  had  travelled  twelve  leagues  inta 

th« 
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the  Goimtry,  where  they  found  a  town  con- 
fiding of  fift)'  wooden  houfes  covered  with 
flraw^  made  like  thofe  in  the  other  ifiands, 
which  altogether  contained  about  one 
thoufand  perfons :  that  they  were  met  by 
the  principal  men  of  the  place,  who  led 
them  by  the  arms  to  the  town,  where  they 
were  accommodated  with  a  fpaclous 
lodging,  in  which  they  fat  upon  wooden 
feats,  formed  in  the  fliapes  of  flrangc 
snlmals,  with  their  talis  lifted  up  for  lean-' 
ing  places,  and  eyes  and  ears  of  gold. 

"While  the  Spaniards  lolled  upon  the  fe 
benches,  the  Indians  (at  around  them  on 
the  floor,  and  then  came  one  byonetokifs 
t'  e  hands  and  feet  of  the  flrangers,  whom 
th  :y  fuppofed  had  come  from  heaven :  they 

at 
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ar  the  fame  time  treated  tbem  with  fome 
boiled  roots,  not  iinilke  chefnuts  in  tafle. 
After  the  men  bad  thus  fulfilled  the  rites 
of  iioPpltality,  they  letin  d  and  made  room 
for  the  v.-'or.ien,  who  with,  tlie  fkiiie  expref* 
fions  of  veneration,  ki/Ted  the  hands  and 
feet  of  the  Spaniards,  whom  they  likewife 
entertained  with  iheir  homely  fare.  Thig 
favorable  reception  they  owed  to  their  two 
Indian  attendants,  who  had  reprefented  the 
Spaniards  as  a  humane  and  generous  peo^ 
pie. 

"When  ,  they  fet  out  on  their  return  for 
the  fliip,  a  great  number  of  people  propofed 
to  accompany  them,  but  they  refufed  tln3 
courteous  oiTer,  and  would  accept  of  non^^ 
.but  tliekliig  and  his  fon>  whom  the  admi- 
ral 
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ral  treated  with  great  civiUity  nnd  refpea'. 
In  their  return,  under  the  proteftlon  of  this 
efcort,  the  two  Spaniards  had  been  kind!/ 
entertained  at  feveral  petty  towns,  and 
inet  with  a  great  number  of  tbe  inhabitants, 
who  always  carried  lighted  brands  to  kin- 
dle their  lirco,  with  which  they  roatled 
thofe  roots  wiilch  comlituted  their  chief  food 
and  to  perfume  themfelves  with  certain 
herbs  wh'ch  they  gather-^d  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  They  likewife  faw  a  variety  of  / 
birds  and  fowl,  among  which  were  par- 
tridges and  nightiDgaic^,  but  no  qnadru* 
pcds,  except  thofe  fkiit  dogs  we  have  al- 
ready mentioned  :  great  part  of  the  land 
was  cult' valed, and  bore  cailava,  a  fort  of 
beans,  and  a  kind  of  grain  ealled  maize,  of 
"Which  was  made  a  very  \vd\  tafted  fiour. 

Their 
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Their  principal  manufacture  was  cotton, 
of  which  the  Spaniards  fa\v  v  id  quantities 
well  fpun.  The  Indians  afterwards  car- 
'^icd  great  quantities  of  this  cotton  on  board 
of  the  Ihiub,  wher  e  they  exchanged  abaC 
kct  full  for  a  thong  of  leather;  Indetd  ft 
could  heofnogrtcit  value  to  tiiemfelves* 
ina^uch  as  they  g :  almuxl  w.  kcd. 

They  had  i  o  ,  .  .  ,  or  fpice,  but 
pointed  tG\vards  ti  e  ast,  tc  a  cr-untry  call- 
ed Eoh:o,ln  wliich  :here  v>,'a;  ^'leat  plenty: 
the  tidrniral  re^ 'red  to  fail  tli'tnerj  but 
bcfc.Te  he  dtp.  ted  -rcra  Cu\:-i,  he  took 
twelve  J::d'aiiS,  mirn^wonit::;;  anJ  children, 
\vhom  \iQ  intended  to  carry  into  Spain, 
and  this  feizure  was  n'.ade  with  ^'  little 
difiurbaixe,  that  a  man,  who  was  hufban<i 

to 
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to  one  of  the  femal'ts,  came  aboard  in  Ill's 
canoe,  atid  begged  he  might  accvjaipaiiy 
his  wife  and  children  r  the  admiral  being 
very  well  pleaftd  by  this  inftancc  o\  natu- 
ral affertion,  granted  his  requefr,  and  treat- 
ed them  with  great  tendernefs. 

That  fame  day  being  the  thirteenth  of 
Kovcmber,  he  returned  to  the  eailward 
for  the  jiland  Eclo  ;  but  the  wind  blovv  ing 
hard  north  he  was  obliged  to  come  to  an 
anchor  again,  aa.nng  fome  highbnds,  uea^* 
a  iar>^e  harbonr  which  he  called  del  |Pnn- 
eipc  :  the  fea  in  the  ne'G;hborhood  of  this 
port  bc'i'g  covcrci'  ds  that  lay  To 

clofe  to>;et'ier,  that  lae  greateft  difrance 
between  any  two  of  the  n  did  not  exceed 
a  quarter  of  a  kague  :  they  produced  a 

mu>ib«r 
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number  of  green  trees,  among  others  the 
niaftic,  aloes,  and  pahn,  and  though  they 
were  not  hihabitcd,  the  ptopL  of  Cuba  re- 
fort  to  them  hi  their  canoes,  and  live  fome 
time  upon  then),  fuppcrted  b  d 
fowl  th^y  catch,  tO£  rther  wi  \  .  y 

find  upon  thefurfacec-  i.he  ea.  I  0  .3 
of  thefeiflands  t  Sp  ircis  k  ltd  a  [  r  ;l 
like  a  badger^  caught  ■  uiii  thai:  reHinbled 
a  hog,  and  found  a  quantity  of  moihcjr 
of  pearl. 

On  Monday,  November  the  nineteenth 
Columbus  pur  to  '  i  from  rince's  prrt, 
fleering  eaftward  f'v,  the  ill;  id  of  B(>; 'o  Oj. 
Hifpan^ola;  but  r  j  wind  -  ing  contrary? 
he  was  forced  to  .  :y  tvvooi  three  ca  v  she* 
Ivveeu  the  iilaiid*  of  Cuba  and  IfabeiJaj 
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and  in  this  interval  he  was  deferted  by 
Martin  Alonzo  Pinzon,  who  having  been 
informed  by  fome  Indians  whom  he  had 
concealtcl  in  his  caraval,  th^tBohio  abound- 
ed with  gold,  made  ufe  of  the  advantage 
he  cienvcd  from  his  ve/Tel  which  was  a 
prime  faiier,  and  left  Columbus  in  the 
liigh:,  w  til  a  view  t©  anticipate  his  fuccefs 
and  engrofs  the  treafure  of  that  wealthy 
country.  The  admiral  belug  thus  aban 
doned  by  one.  of  hi  onforts^  and  the  wea. 
ther  being  i o  rou^^h  i  aat  he  could  not  keep 
the  fea,  he  returned  to  another  harbour  in 
Cuba,  which  he  named  St.  Catherine :  here 
while  the  crews  were  employed  in  taking  in 
wood  and  water,  he  by  accident  perceived 
figns  of  gold  ofl  fome  ftones  in  the  rivcr^ 
and  further  up  in  the  country;  faw  inoun- 


,tains  covered  with  fuch  tall  pines,  as  would 
furiiifli  mafts  for  the ,  largel]:  ftlps  j  and 
plenty  of  excellent  oak  for  planks. 

In  his  run  along  the  coafl^  for  ten  or 
twelve  leagues  to  the  fouth  eafl,  he  difcover- 
cd  feveral  large  rivers  an<^  excellent  har- 
bours, and  was  fo  raviflied  with  tUe  beauty 
of  the  country,  that  m  iritntioning  the 
place  which  he  called  Puerto  Santo,  he  fays, 
he  entered  the  river,  where  he  found  from 
live  to  eight  fathoms  of  water,  and  pro- 
ceeding a  confiderable  v/ay  further  up  in 
his  boat,  he  was  delighted  with  the  tranfpa- 
rency  of  the  water,  through  which  he  could 
plainly  fee  the  fandy"  bottom,  and  with 
abundance  and  variety  of  verdant  plains 
ftBd  lofty  treejs;  inhabited  by  birds  of  diffe- 
rent 
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rent  notes  and  plumage;  fo  that  he  was 
even  tempted  in  this  delicious  fpot  to  fix 
his  habitation  for  life.  In  his  progrefs  he 
faw  a  canoe  drawn  upon  land,  as  large  as  a 
|.welve  oar  barge,  and  i^  a  hoiife  hard  by, 
he  found  a  ball  of  wax  a  nd  a  man's  fl<ull,  in 
two  balk^ts hanging  at  a  poll :  but  no  per- 
fon  appeared,  from  v/hom  he  could  receiv* 
the  lea  ft  information.  They  afterwards 
faw  anotaer  canoe  feventy  feet  in  length, 
capable  of  containing  fifty  men,  though 
made  from  the  finiple  trunk  of  a  tree. 

Columbus  having  failed  one  hundred  and 
fix  leagues  along  fliore,  arrived  at  the  eafi: 
end  of  Cuba,  whieh  he  called  Alph  j, 
jind  bn  Wednefday,  Dec^mber  the^ fifth, 
fouck  off  for  Hifpaniola,  which  though 

but 
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but  at  the  diflance  of  fixteen  leagues,  he 
was*  by  the  currents  prevented  from  reach- 
ing 'till  next  day,  when  he  anchored  in 
port  St,  Nicholas,  fo  named  by  him  in  ho- 
nor of  that  faint,  whofe  feflival  it  happened 
to  be*    This  harbour  is  large,  deep,  fafe, 
and  encompaffed  with  many  tall  trees 
though  the  country  is  rocky,  and  the  tree 
in  general  not  fo  large  as  thofe  of  Cuba 
Here  however  he  found  fmall  oaks,myrtles, 
and  other  flirubs,  with  a  pleafant  river  thac 
ran  along  a  plain  towards  the  port,  roun^ 
which  he  faw  canoes  as  large  as  fifteen  oar 
barges.    However,  he  could  noteflablilH 
any  intercourfe  with  the  inhabitants,  wh^ 
fled  at  his  approach,  fo  that  he  ran  along 
the  coaft  to  the  northward,  until  he  arri^ 
vcd  at  a  port  which  he  called  the  Coucepti-^ 
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lying  almofl:  due  fouth  of  a  fmall  iflanil 
afterwards  known  by  the  name  ofTortuga* 

Obferving  that  this  hnd  of  Bohio  was 
very  extenfive,  and  refembled  the  coaft  of 
Spain,  not  only  in  the  trees  and  plants 
but  alfo  in  the  nflies ,  for  they  had  caught 
foals,  faJmon,  pilchards  and  crabs ;  the 
admiral  bclloWed  upon  it  the  name  of  Hi- 
fpaniola-  here  he  faw  numbers  of  native* 
who  fled  from  his  men  with  great  preci- 
pitation i  but  at  length  having  caught  a 
young  \voman  who  had  a  plate  of  gold 
hanging  at  her  i;ofe,  ili:  vv^as  carried  to 
the  fhips  and  presented  v  l:h  feveral  bau- 
bles, fiich  as  bells,  and  glaH  ,  then  without 
havHig  received  the  Jeafl  h;'ult,  was  dif;wi/f 
ed  to  rhe  town  where  fiie  dwelt^att^rwdcd  Ij 

three 
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Ijtiree  Indians  and  as  many  Spaniards. 


Next  day,  eleven  men  going  afliore  well 
armed,  travelled  four  leagues  up  the  coun- 
try to  a  large  town,  and  though  tiie  inha- 
bitants betook  themfelves  to  their  heels  as 
ufual,  they  foon  returned  at  the  perfuaCon 
of  the  St.  Salvador  Indian,  who  went  after 
them  atid  reprefented  the  Spaniards  in  a 
favorable  iigrt.  Being  now  pofTeiTed  witt 
a  lirm  belief  that  the  Spaniards  had  come 
from  ijeaven,  tl-ey  gazed  upor-  t-  :  n  with 
equal  all'.)nifi;nj:.^nt  and  awe,  pVef  '  i 

with  victuals,  ai.d  preYTed  them  to  iutv  all 
night  in  their  viilag^e,  T  Sp^^  iiards 
however  returned  to  their  lhir%  a  id  report  • 
id  that  the  cojntry.  v/as  ple-aut  an.-l  fer. 
tile,  and  the  people  whiter  iuid  hand'o  nei^ 
D  2,  tha» 
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than  thofe  they  had  hlthereo  feen  ;  that 
they  were  tradable  and  courteous,  and 
gave  them  to  underftand  the  gold  country 
lay  farther  to  the  eaflward. 

The  admiral  hearing  this  account,  fet 
fail  immediately,  and  on  the  fifteenth  day 
of  Decemher,  while  he  plied  between  Tor- 
tuga  and  Hifpaniola,  in  a  very  rough  fea^^ 
he  took  up  an  Indian  from  a  little  canoe, 
whom  he  was  furprifed  to  fee  live  in  fucj^ 
tempefluous  weather,  and  fet  him  fafe  on 
fliore,  with  fome  prefents  of  fraall  valuc^ 
This  man  having  fignificd  to  his  country- 
Bien  how  kindly  he  had  been  treated^  they 
ventured  to  come  on  boards  but  brought 
nothing  of  confequence,  except  fome  fmall 
grains  of  gold  hatiging  in  their  ears  and 

JXostriU 
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Hoftrils,  of  which,  as  they  exprefled  by 
figns,  there  was  a  great  quantity  higher  up 
in  the  country. 

Next  day,  while  the  Spaniards  were  on 
fliore,  bartering  with  the  cacique  or  lord  of 
that  dillrict  for  a  plate  of  gold,  a  canoe 
Avith  forty  men  approached  from  the  iiland 
of  Tortuga,  and  the  cacique  no  focner  per- 
ceived them,  tiiaw  he  and  his  people  (at 
down  on  the  flrand,  in  signal  that  they 
fhould  not  commit  houihties :  nctwith- 
ftandirg  this  toi:en  of  peace  they  larded, 
upon  which  he  rofc,  and  by  dint  (if  tlirents 
indnced  them  to  reimbark  ;  then  he  pre- 
ftnted  a  flone  to  or.ecf  the  Spanifh  olEars, 
defiling  him  to  throw  it  at  the  Tortngans» 
as  a  pr^of  thtt  he  wcuid  efpoufe  the  caufe 

of 
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•f  the  Spaniards  againfl  the  Indians  of  the 
#anoe,  ivho  immediatelj  returned  to  their 
©wn  ifland. 

On  Tuefday,  December  the  eighteenth, 
the  fame  cacique  came  down  in  ftate,  being 
carried  on  a  palanquin,  and  attended  bj 
two  hundred  men  ;  he  without  fcruple  went 
on  board  the  admiral,  who  was  at  dinner, 
and  entered  the  cabin  without  ceremony, 
accompanied  by  two  ancient  men,  who 
feemed  to  be  his  chief  counfcllorg,  and  fat 
^own  at  his  feet.  He  was  received  with 
greiit  civillity  and  refpeft,  and  treated 
with  viftualsand  wine,  which  having  tafled 
he  fent  to  his  people  who  nemaiiied  on  deck. 
After  diniier,  during  which  he  and  his  mi- 
wifters  fpokt  v«i7  little^  kt  pre&ntcd  thf 

admiral 


admiral  with  a  wropM.i  girdle  and  two 
thin  pieces  ofp.oid;  in  rerara  for  winch 
he  received  a  cc.iv.iterp^ne,?.  ,l'I:v  ;  of  fine  am 
ter  beads  from  the  admirers  own  necV,  a- 
pair  of  red  fno.s.and  a  bottle  oF  oran«  "-cw 
er  water,  which  v.' .  re  io  agreeable  to  the 
prince,  th.  the  a  id       counMSors  to-';  Co- 
lumbus the  whole  ifland  was  a,  Ki  com- 
ma:.d.    Then  the  admivai  fmprlledhitti 
with  the  f.fel'.t  of  a  gold  medal  fta-ped 
vith  the  effigies  of  Ferdinand  and  Hi?, 
which  he  coiifidered  with  acmiration,  and 
indeed  €xpr.ir.d  fig-n»of  adrairat.on  at  eve- 
ry tiung  i.e  fiw.    In  the  evemng  nv  vva^ 
at  ui3  own  aefire  feut  on  fliore  in  fbip's 
toat,a.Kl  .-.luted  with  the  difchargc  of  ieve- 
ral  guV..,  tiie  noife  of  which  filled  b.ha  with 
terror  and  ama^«nient:  however,  he  was 
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fo  well  pleafed  with  his  reception,  that  he 
ordered  his  people  to  entertain  the  Spani- 
ards who  conduifred  him  to  land,  and  re- 
turned to  the  place  of  Lis  rcfidcnce,  the  ail- 
miral's  prefents  being  carried  before  him 
with  great  pomp  and  oftentation. 

On  Monday, the  24th.  of  December  the  ad- 
miral weighed  and  failed  to  Punta  Sanfta, 
wliere  he  anchored '  about  a  league  from 
Ihore,  and  the  weather  being  quite  calm, 
he  retired  to  reft,  which  he  had  not  enjoyed 
for  two  days :  the  crew  followed  his  ex- 
stmple,  and  contrary  to  the  orders  he  hi^d 
always  given,  left  a  boy  at  the  helm.  This 
their  neglect  and  difobedience  proved  fatal 
to  the  vefTel,  v/hlch  about  midnight  was 
•urricd  by  the  eurrer.t  upon  a  ridge  of 

r^cks 
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Vocks,  before  one  fciil  on  board  was  aware 
ofthe  danger.  The  admiral  himself  was 
the  finl,  who  being  waked  by  the  cries  of 
the  boy  at  the  hehn,  ran  upon  deck,  where 
perceiving  their  fituation,  hv^.  ordered  th« 
mafter  and  three  failors  to  take  the  boat, 
and  carry  out  an  anchor  aftern»  Thty  ac* 
cordingly  jumped  into  the  boat,  bat  inftead 
of  obeying  his  directions,  rowed  to  the 
other  caraval,  for  the  prefervation  af  their 
0wn  lives :  he  immediately  caufed.the  mafls 
to  be  cut  away,  and  the  veiTcrl  to  be  light- 
ened as  much  as  much  as  poffible  ;  but  all 
his  eil(>rts  were  ineffeclual,  and  the  water 
ebbing  away,  her  feams  opened,  and  all  be" 
low  deck  was  full  of  water.  In  this  emer- 
gency the  boat  returned  from  the  other  ca- 
raval^  which  would  not  reaeirc  the  mea 

wh© 


58  THE  FIKST  VOYAGE 

who l>;5d  ran  awa}/  with  her,  and  the  adrri, 
rai  feeiifg  no  hopes  cf  Hiving  his  own  ihip> 
earned  his  men  on  board  of  the  other,  with 
which  he  jay  to  'till  nion/ing,  an  j  then 
iipproached  the  land  wi'  *;;  i^e  ihoal,  af- 
ter having  dl'patche:;  mcacii-^ers  to  uinonn 
thekhigofhis  misforfuiie,  aud  foLcit  rh« 
affillaiiCL^  of  natives  in  urjloading  th« 
vefitL  The  cacque  co!it.o!ed  the  Spani- 
ards with  tcais  in  ]  U  eyes,  and  ordered  his 
peo;  ie  to  repair  iii  th-  ir  canoes  to  the 
wreck,  and  ol  ty  the  iidniinjTs  directions. 
By  the  aihftance  thcfehDaen-andfriendlj 
ptople,  every  thing  of  value  was  earned  on 
fliore,  and  depofited  in  houfes  appointed 
for  that  purpofe,  which  were  guarded  with 
fuch  vig'laiice  and  fidelity,  that  nothin^ 
any  confequeace  was  loft. 

On 
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On  Wcdiiefday,  DLceraber  the  twenty 
f  xth,  this  hofpitable  prince  made  another 
vifit  to  the  admu-al,  \vhoni  he  confoled  far 
his  lofs  with  mauy  demonrrratioiis  of  for- 
row  and  iympa thy,  told  nhii  ht  niighc  com- 
mand his  \N  hole  fbnune,  prevented  him 
with  ioii  e  vizor  malks,  the  eyes,  nofe,  and 
ears  of  which  were  made  of  gold,  and  per* 
ceiving  how  fond  tlie  Spaniaids  were  of  that 
metal,  promlfed  to  fend  for  a  gre^:t  qiian* 
ti!y  from  a  place  called  Cel;ao ;  mean 
while  SL  canoe  arrived  from  foriie  ©ther  iiland 
ivith  Indians,  who  brought  plates  of  gold 
to  exchange  for  bells,  which  they  valut*^ 
above  ev^ry  other  commodity,  and  the  fea;' 
men  aflinre  carried  on  a  trade  with  the  na- 
tires  of  Hiipahiola;  who  came  from  the  ia" 
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land  part  of  the  country,  and  bartered  gold 
for  very  trifles. 

Columbus  was  fo  well  pleafed  with  the 
tiatiire  and  produftioiis  of  this  iflind,  as 
well  as  with  the  m-nmcrs  of  the  inhabi  - 
tants,  that  he  refolved  to  fettle  a  colon^ 
of  Spaniards,  who  by  maintaining  a  friend- 
]y  intcvcourfe  with  the  natives,  might 
iearn  their  language  and  cufloms,  and  ac- 
quire  fuch  inforniation  of  the  Wealth  and 
fituation  of  tht  (jiikrent  parts  of  the  ifldud, 
as  could  not  fa  I  turning  ■  ur  greatly  tot'ie 
advantage  of  Spain.  T.iis  Itsp  he  was  the 
more  encouraged  to  take,  becaufe  many  of 
his  men  volnntarily  offered  to  (lay,  and  the 
eaciquc,  far  from  taking  umbrage  at  their 
neighborhood;  confidered  them  as  valuable 

allies 
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allies, '  who  would  protc ft  them  from  th« 
invafions  of  the  Garibec  Indians,  a  favag« 
race  of  canibals,  by  whom  his  fubjefts  were 
frequently  killed  and  devoured.  In  order 
to  evince  the  importance  of  his  friendfliip, 
he,  in  prefence  of  this  prince,  whofe  nam* 
was  Guacanigari,  ordered  a  great  gun  to 
be  fired  again  ft  the  fide  of  the  wrecked  vef* 
fel,  through  which  the  bullet  penetrated  a- 
and  fell  into  the  water  on  the  other  fide, 
to  the  amazement  of  the  Indians,  who  be- 
lievv.d  that  their  guefts  were  in  polTelilon  of 
heaven's  thunder,  and  earneftly  hiiplored 
their  protedion^ 

It  was  therefore  feemlngly  in  compli-1 
attct;  with  trie  cacique's  requeft,  that  the 
admiral  ordiired  a  tower  to  be  built  cf  ibA 

timbe^' 
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^imlier  of  the  wrecked  vefTel,  and  this 
mgfurnifhed  with  ammunition,  arms,  and 
cannon,  he  manned  it  wuh  a  garrifon  of 
-fix  and  thirty  men,  under,  the  joint  com- 
mand  of  James  d'  Arana,  Peter  GiUierrcs^ 
and  Roderic  d*  Elkovedo,  whom  he  ear- 
neflly  recommended  to  the  favor  and  good 
«>ffices  of  the  king  nnd  his  people. 

Having  provided  this  fort  with  all  ne* 
€e(raries,  includhig  the  boat  be]oBging  to 
ilv.p  that  was  lofl,  he  refolved  to  return 
Qire(5ily  to  C-Rile,  left  fome  other  misfor- 
tune happening  to  the  only  fhip  that  now 
remained,  might  difable  him  fir  ever  from 
giving  their  cath^olic  maj  .fties  information 
of  the  iiuportant  difcoveries  he  had  alr#a  " 
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dy  made,  and  the  countries  he  had  annexed 
to  thtiT  dominions. 

Having  therefore  made  all  the  requifitt 
prep- rations  for  the  voyage,  he  let  fail  from 
the  port  of  Nativity,  where  he  had  fettled 
h*<  frft  colony,  on  Friday  the  fourth  day 
of  January,  at  fun-riiing,  and  flandino:  to 
the  north  wefc,  to  get  clear  of  the  fhoaj 
water,  took  fnch  mark^  of  the  land  as  would 
enable  him  to  know  the  mouth  of  the  har- 
bor in  any  future  expedition.  The  wind 
being  contrary,  he  niade  but  little  \v'<y  to 
thceaftward,  when  on  Sundav  m  )rnino;  he 
fell  iu  with  thecaraval  P''nta,  coram^  ded 
by  Martin  Ah^nzo  P*'.^,zon,  who  going  on 
board,  endeavored  to  txcule  his  defertion, 
by  fajing  he  loft  fight  ol the  admiraliu 
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the  night,  and  alledging  other  frivolous  rea« 
fons,  the  fallacy  of  which,  though  Colum- 
bus  planily  faw,he  difgulfed  his  fentiments, 
rather  than  run  any  rifk  of  prejudicing  th« 
common  caufe,  by  giving  rife  to  a  danger 
Gus  dlfTenfion,  forabnoft  all  the  people  en- 
gaged in  this  expedition  \\  ere  either  relati- 
ons or  townfmen  of  Pinzon. 

Pinzon  had  failed  to  a  river  fifteen  leagues 
to  the  eaftward  of  the  Nativity,  where  he 
fpent  fixteen  days  in  bartering  with  the  na 
tives  for  gold,  of  which  he  had  obtained 
a  large  quantity,  and  diftributed  one  half 
among  his  crew,  in  order  to  acquire  popu- 
larity, as  well  as  their  confent  to  keep  what 
remained  for  his  own  ufe :  fo  that  he  care- 
fully coi^cealed  his  fuccefs  from  the  know^ 

kdgt 
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ledge  of  the  admiral.  After  this  tranfafti- 
on,  he  anchored  at  Monte  Ghrifto,  a  round 
hill,  like  a  pavilion,  about  eighteen  league^ 
call:  of  cape  Santo,  but  the  weather  not 
permitting  him  to  proceed,  he  went  in  his 
boat  up  a  river  to  the  fouth-wefl  of  th^ 
mount,  and  difcovering  fome  flgns  of  gold 
duft  in  I  he  fand,  called  it  the  river  of  gold 

On  Sunday,  January  the  thirteenth,  be- 
ing near  cape  Enamorado,  the  admiral 
fent  his  boat  on  lliore,  wliere  there  flood 
fome  Iiidians  with  fierce  countenances, 
armed  with  bows  and  arrows,  making  ^ 
fhew  of  oppofition,  though  they  appeared 
to  be  in  great  conflernation  :  however,  by 
the  mediation  of  the  Salvador  linguifl,  they 
werebrought  to  a  kin i  of  confidence,  and 
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one  of  them  venturing  to  go  on  board  of 
the  admiral,  appeared  fo  ferocious,  both 
in  his  fpeech  and  afpedl,  which  was  fmutted 
with  charcoal,  that  the  Spaniards  conclu' 
ded  he  was  one  of  the  Caribbee  canibals, 
^nd  tkat  the  bay  parted  this  place 
from  Hifpaniola :  but  when  the  ad« 
iijiral  enquired  about  the  country  ofth^ 
Caribbees,  he  pointed  with  his  finger  to  an 
ifland  farther  eafl. 

Having  aniwered  thefe  interrogaton€s> 
partly  by  figns,  and  partly  by  means  of  the 
Indian  interpreter,  he  was  entertained  with 
victuals, and  fet  afhore  with  various  pre' 
fents,  that  he  might  perfuade  his  country- 
men to  bring  down  gold  to  barter— at  the 
place  where  he  was  landed,  there  was  a 

fort 
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fort  of  arabufcade  of  fifty  men  with  long 
hair,  adorned  with  plumes  of  parrot  fea- 
thers ;  w^ho  behig  arnud  with  bows  and 
arrows,  and  great  cudgels  hi  lieu  of  fwords, 
reftifed  to  carry  on  any  trade  with  the 
Spaniards,  notwkhflaiiding  the  exhortati- 
ons of  their  friend,  but  on  the  contrary? 
treated  them  with  fcorn,  and  even  began 
to  comnnt  hoflilities.      The  Spaniards, 
who  were  but  feven  in  all,  feeing  them,  ad- 
vance with  fury  in  their  looks,  met  them 
halfway,  and  charging  them  with  great  in 
trepidity,  cut  one  with  a  fword  on  the  but- 
tock, and  (hot  another  with  an  arrow  in 
the  breaft,  the  whole  party  inflantly  turn- 
ed their  backs  and  fled,  and  many  of  them 
would  certainly  have  been  killed,  had  not 
the  pilot  of  the  caraval  intcrpofed  in  their 

behalf, 
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be^^alf.  The  alnnral  was  ijot  ijlfplcafed 
at  this  fl<:irmi!]i,  which  he  thought  woui'^ 
infpire  the  Indians  with  fuch  high  notions 
of  their  valour,  as  would  hinder  them  from 
making  any  attempts  to  the  prejudice  o^ 
the  fettlem'^-nt  at  the  Nativity  :  for  he  did 
not  doubt  that  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
-ifland  would  foon  hear,  that  feven  Spani- 
ards had  attacked  and  beaten  more  than 
fifty  of  their  beft  warriors. 

On  Wednefday  January  T6th,  both  vef- 
fels  being  in  a  leaky  coi  dition,  the  admi- 
ral fet  fail  for  Spain  from  the_gulph  of 
Samana,  and  continuing  their  courfe  with 
a  fair  wind  they  had  made  fo  much  way 
that  on  the  9th.  day  of  February  they  wer^ 
"v^'ithin  J 00  leagues  of  the  Weftern-iflands. 

On 
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On  the  14th.  of  February  they  were 
ovevtuken  by  a  violent  t.'n;pefl:  :  the  cara- 
val  Pliita  behig  ivicipable  of  iailing  iipoa 
a  wind  run  due  north  before  it,  and  in  the 
nigl;t  lofl  fi^^ht  of  the  ;^dmlral,  who  fleer- 
ed iiorth  eaft,  in  c  rJcr  to  make  the  coaft 
of  S,^ain.  In  CLiifcquence  of  this  fepara- 
tion  the  company  of  each  fhip  concluded 
the  other  had  periTPxCd.  Their  fituatioii 
was  rendered  fciil  mors  deplorable  by  the 
fcarciiy  (  f  pio^Mhon,  and  tfee  want  of  LaU 
lafi,  by  V  i  ich  the  fin'p  was  in  d:inger  of 
h-ying  overiut.  To  remedy  this  inconve- 
nience, the  achniral  ordered  his  caiks  to  bs 
filled  w-th  fca  water,  and  that  h^s  difcove- 
ry  mi^ht  have  fbrne  chance  of  bein^^  kiio  ,v  :\ 
whatevever  might  be. the  fat?  of  hii:.i  and 
bis  i^roiSe,  he  wrot/e  a  brief  acrouut,  o^  t 
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Upon  two  Ik'ns  of  parchment,  which  he 
wrapped  in  oil  cloths,  covcrred  with  wax 
and  put  into  feparate  cajls  which  he  tl-irew> 
into  the  Tea,  after  the  bungs  were  well  lecu" 
red,  hopuig  that  one  or  other  might  be  ta- 
ken up  by  feme  European  velTcL 

Before  this  Horm  had  in  the  leaf!:  abated, 
on  Friday  the  fifteenth  of  February,  at  break 
of  day,  one  of  the  failors  from  the  round 
top  ,difcovered  land  to  the  eait  north  ead, 
which  the  pilot  judged  to  be  the  rock  of  Lif- 
ben,  though  the  admiral  fuppofed  it  to  be 
one  of  she  Azores:  I  ut  tl>e  wind  being 
rcagh  and  blowing  off  lliore;  tliey  difcovered 
other  land,  where  they  made  fliift  to  anchor 
on  Monday.  The  inhabitants  of  thislfland 
V(  ho  came  on  board  with  frefli,  provlfions, 

and 
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and  many  compliments  from  the  governor, 
who  lived  at  a  town  which  was  at  a  grsat 
diftance,  were  amazed  at  the  fncceis  of  th*^ 
t^xp- dition,  and  Itemed  to  rejoice  ;.t  the  dis- 
covery of  Coiiimlus.  Thsy  were  likewifa 
^urprifed  to  fee  he  had  outlived  the  ilornu 
which  according  to  their  account  had  lafled 
fifteen  day?  without  intermiiiicn,  and  as 
they  faid  there  v/^s  in  this  neighborhood  a 
heimitage  dedicated  to  the  BlefTed  Virgin? 
the  admiral  ai^d  crew  refolvcd  to  perform 
the  vow  of  penance  thijy  hsid  made  touring 
tiicir  diftrefs  of  waikh-liT  thither  barefoot 
efpecially  as  the  people  and  governor  cx- 
prefled  fuch  affed;ion,  and  belour^cd  to  a. 
prince  iii  amity  Vvith  their  Caililian  ni:i- 
jeilies# 

hie 
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He  therefore  fent  the  caravan's  boat  on 
fliore  with  one  half  of  the  company  to  ful- 
fill this  penance,  with  orders  to  return  im- 
ined lately,  that  the  reft  might  fucceed  them 
in  the  fame  fort  of  devotion,  but  they  had 
r.o  fooner  undrefled  themfclves  and  begun 
their  proceflion,  than  they  were  attacked 
and  made  prifoners  by  the  governor  and  a 
inimber  of  people  who  had  lain  in  ambuili 
^'or  that  purpofe.  Columbus  having  wait- 
ed in  vain  from  day-break  'tlil  noon,  for 
the  return  of  the  boat,  beg-n  to  fufrert  foul 
play,  and  as  he  could  not  where  he  lay,  dif- 
cover  the  hermitage,  he  failed  round  a  p^int 
from  whence  he  could  fee  it,  and  •  perceived 
a  good  many  Portuguefe  on  horfebrck  a- 
light  and  enter  the  boat,  with  intent,  as 
he  fuppofed  to  attack  the  caraval :  he  there- 

fors 
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fore  ordered  his  men  to  be  upon  their  guard, 
and  was  not  without  hope  that  the  corn- 
man  Jer  would  come  on  board,  in  which 
cafe  he  would  have  detained  h'.m  as  ahoft" 
zgd'fj^ul  as  the  Portuguefe  w^ould  not  ad' 
v^ce  beyond  a  certain  diPLance^  the  admi- 
:pl  demanded  their  reafon  for  committing, 
|uch  an  outrage  on  his  men,  who  had  gone 
^fhore  under  the  faith  of  a  fafe  conducl,  and 
'gave  them  to  underfcand  that  the  King  of 
/Portugal  would  certainly  be  offended  at 
jfuch  behavior  to  the  fubje61:s  of  iheir  catho- 
lic majefties,  with  whom  he  was  in  alliance. 

To  this  remonilrance  the  Portuguefe 
Captain  anfwered,  that  what  they  had  done 
was  at  the  exprefs  order  of  the  king  5  fo 
that  ColUiiibus  imagining  there  was  a  breach 

between 
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bet  wee    t'le  two  crowns,  called  all  bis 
raen  to  bear  wUnefs  to  what  they  had  heard' 
aiid  d'r. criiig  his  difcciirre  to  the  Portu- 
giicfc,  i  wcre  he  would  never  qnit  the  ve/Tcl 
iiniil  h"  rnOiiid  have  tukcii  one  hundred 
Portiiguele,  and  dcfcroyed  the  whole 
PiTcanwhile  he  returned  to  the  port  he  had 
left,  b':t  next  day  the  wind  eacreafing  and 
his  rldliij  being  iinfafe,  he  loll  his  anchors, 
and  was  obliged  to  fland  out  to  fia  towards 
the  ifland  of  St.  Michael,  though  not  with' 
out  being  expofed  to  great  danger,  as  he 
had  but  three  able  feamen  left,  the  refl  be- 
Jng  boys,  Indhms,  and  lapdiuen,  who  un- 
derfiGod  nothing  of  fca  aliairs. 

Next  day  the  weather  being  mild,  he  en- 
deavored to  recover  the  ifiand  of  St,  ivlary* 

which 
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"which  he  reached  on  Thurfday  the  twenty 
fird,  in  the  afternoon,  and  foon  after  his  ar- 
rival the  boat  came  oii' v/it'i  five  njen  aiul 
a  uotary,  Vv  lio  upon  proprr  kcmity  went  oa 
board,  and  defired  to  knovv  ,  in  the  gover' 
nor's  name,  whence  the  Ihip  came,  and 
whether  or  not  the  admiral  had  the  king  of 
Spain's  ccmmifhon.  Being  fatisficd  in  thefe 
particulars,  they  went  on  fhore  and  relcafed 
the  Spaniards,  who  had  bicn  informed  that 
the  king  of  Portugal  had  fent  orders  to  all 
his  governors,  to  {eci:re  if  pofiible  the  perfon 
of  iliQ  admiral,  and  that,  as  this  fcheme  did 
not  fu'cceed,  they  had  difmified  the  prifon- 
ers  whom  they  had  taken. 

Coluiiibus  huvlng  recovered  his  men,  de^ 

parted 
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parted  from  the  iiland  of  St.  Mary  on  Sun- 
day the  twenty  fourth  of  February. 

On  the  third  of  March,  they  were  expofed 
to  another  tempefl:,  attended  with  ti.under 
and  ligfiteHing,  during  which  their  fail^ 
werefplit,  and  thry  vowei  to  performTa  pil- 
grimage to  our  lady  at  .  Cinta  de  Guelva  : 
they  now  ran  under  bare  poles  through  a 
ttrrlbk  Tea,  and  had  well  nigh  been  loft  on 
tiii  rock'of  Liibon,  Nvhich  they  accident- 
ally difcoverea  at  midnight,  and  next  day 
b6in2:'  obliged  to  come  to  an  anchor  in  the 
river  Tagns.,  the  admiral  fent  an  exprefs  to 
their  catholic  m'/jeftii:S  with  ■  the  news  of 
his  arrival,  and  another  to  the  king  of  Por- 
tugal, afking  leave  tp  anchor  before  the 

city 
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city,  as  he  did  not  think  himfelf  fafe  in  his 
pre  fen  t  Htuatioii. 

On  Tuefday,  March  the  fifth,  themafler 
of  a  great  guardfliip  came  with  a  boat  full 
of  armed  men  along  fide  of  the  admiral  > 
whom  he  required  to  go  and  give  an  account 
of  himfelf  to  rhe  king's  officers,  according 
to  the  pradtice  of  all  fliips  that  entered  that 
river.  To  this  fummons  Columbus  repli- 
ed, that  as  the  king  of  Spain's  admiral,  he 
would  not  degrade  himfelf  fo  far  as  to  com- 
ply mth  any  fuch  cuftom,  nor  would  he 
fend  the  mod  inconf  derable  perfon  belong 
ing  to  his  fl^ip  upon  an  errand  of  that  na" 
ture.  The  Portuguefe  finding  him  refo- 
lute,  defired  he  would  lliew  him  the  king 
of  Spain's  letter^  that  he  might  fo  far  fa* 

tisfy 
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tisfy  his  captain,  and  this  reqiieH:  being 
complied  with,  he  returned  to  his  fliip,  and 
made  a  fuitable  report  to  his  commander 
Alvara  deAcunha,  who  forthwith  came  on 
board  the  caraval,  attended  with  fifes,driiras 
and  trumpets,  and  welcomed  the  admiral 
with  many  expreffions  of  friend Iliip  and 
goodwill. 

The  nature  of  the  voyage  was  no  fooner 
known  at  Lilbon,  than  multitudes  of  peo- 
ple came  to  fee  the  Indians,  and  learn  the 
particulars  of  this  amazing  difcovery,  info, 
much  that  the  whole  river  was  covered  with 
boats  crowded  with  people,  fome  of  whom 
praifed  God  for  the  fuccefs  of  Columbus, 
while  others  bitterly  curfed  the  hard  fate 
of  their  nation,  which  had  loft  fuch.  a  prize 

through 
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through  their  king's  avarice  or  incredulity. 

This  prince  having  received  the  admirars 
letter,  ordered  his  officers  to  prefent  him 
with  all  forts  of  refrefliment  and  nfcelTaries 
gratis  ;  at  the  fame  time  he  wrote  to  Co- 
lumbus, congratulating  him  upon  his  happy 
return,  and  defiring  to  fee  him  before  he 
lliould  leave  his  dominions.    Columbus  at 
firfl  fcrupled  to  accept  of  this  invitation? 
but  confidering  ,that  the  king  of  Portugal 
was  at  peace  with  his  fovereigns,  and  had 
treated  him  with  uncommon  hofpitality 
and  regard,  ^ he  refolved  to  wait  npon  his 
Portuguefe  majefty,  who  then  refided  about 
nine  leagues  from  LifboH,  at  a  place  called 
Valparaifo,  where  the  admiral  arrived  on 
Saturday  nighty  being  the  ninth  of  March, 

The 
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The  king  ordered  all  the  nobility  of  the 
court  to  go  out  and  meet  him :  when  he 
was  condufted  to  his  prefence,  he  infifled 
upon  his  puttiug  on  his  cap  and  fitting 
down,  and  having  with  feeming  pleafure 
heard  the  particulars  of  the  voyage,  clfered 
tofupply  bim  ^^ith  every  thing  he  \vant£d> 
though  he  could  not  help  obferviug  that  the 
conqueft  of  right  belonged  to  him,  inafmuch 
as  CohWotis  had  been  in  the  fervice  of 
Portugal-  The  admiral  modeftly  gave  his 
reafbns  for  being  o£a  ccntrray  opinion,  to 
^,hichthe  king  replied  It  was  very  well, 
he  did  not  doubt  but  juftice  would  be  done." 
This  converfation  being  ended,  he  ordered 
the  prior  ofCrato  to  entertr/m  clnmbus 
^vho  having  ftaid  all  Sunday  and  part  of 
Monday,  took  his  leave,  aft-r  having  been 

treated 
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treated  by  liis  niajelly  w'th  great  honor, 
and  tempted  by  very  conndtrable  offers  to 
reengage  in  his  ferv'.ce.    Hf*  was  attended 
on  hLs  return  , by  Don  Martin  de  Noronha> 
and  many  other  perfons  of  rank,  and  ashs 
pa.lt  d  by  a  monc  fiery  where  the  qneeii  was 
ihe  dc*'rc(l  to  fee  him,  snd  receivec^  his  vi- 
fit  vvi;b  -rrat  refpea.    That  fame  night  a 
gentleman  came  from  the  king,  to  tell  him 
that  if  he  had  a  mind  to   go  to  Caflile  by 
land,  he  would  accompany  and  provide 
him  with  accomm.odatlcns  on  the  road  as 
far  as  the  frontiers  of  Portugal,    He  decli- 
ned this  offer  with  fuitable  acknowkd<7e  * 
ments,  ,a:id  Atthig  fail  from  the  river  of 
IJihonon  Wedne'clay, March  the  th'rteenth. 
arrived  the  Friday  following  at  Saltes,  an^ 
«am«  to  an   rnchcrinthe  port  ofPalCg 
r  freai 
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from  whence  he  had  departed  on  the  third 
dayofAuguft  mthe  precedhig  year. 

On  his  landing,  he  was  received  by  all 
the  people  in  proceffion,  giving  thanks  to 
God  for  his  profperous  fuccefs,  which  it 
was  hoped  would  redound  fo  much  to  the 
adva  ntage  of  Chriflianity.  ai.d  the  grandeur 
of  their  catholic  majefties.  By  this  time 
Pinzon  had  arrived  In  Galicla,  and  cefign- 
ed  to  carry  in  perfon  ihe  news  of  thedifco- 
very  te  court,  wben  he  received  orders  for- 
bidding him  to  come  without  the  -admi- 
ral, under  w^hofe  command  he  bad  been 
fenl  on  the  expedition.  This  mortifying  re- 
pulfe  made  fuch  an  impredion  uponiiim, 
that  he  fdl  fick,  and  retuUiing  to  his  na- 
tive 
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tive  place,  in  a  few  days  diedof  grief  and 
vexation. 

Meanwhile  Celumbus  fet  fail  for  Seville 
in  his  way  to  Barcelona,  where  their  ma- 
jeflies  at  that  time  refided,  and  the  road^ 
Were  crowded  by  all  fort^  of  people,  'who 
flocked  together  to  fee  him  and  the  Indians 
in  his  train.  About  the  middle  of  April 
he  arrived  at  Barcelona,  where  he  was  re- 
ceived in  the  mod  folemn  manner  by  the 
whole  court  and  city :  their  catholic  rna- 
Jefties,  who  fat  in  public  upon  rich  chairs, 
under  a  canopy  of  cloth  of  gold,  flood  up 
when  he  approached  to  kifs  their  hands, 
caufed  him  to  be  feated  in  their  prefence, 
and  treated  him  as  a  grandee  of  the  firfl  or- 
der, who  had  done  the  moPr  important  fer- 

vice 
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vice  to  his  country  5,  nay,  fo  highly  favored 
was  he  for  hjs  merit  aud  fuccefs,  that  when 
the  king  rode  about  Barcelona,  Columbus 
was  always  at  his  fide,  an  honor  which  had 
never  been  conferred  before  upon  any  but 
the  princes  of  the  blood. 

Nor  was  their  regard  confined  to  unfub- 
flan tial  forms;  he  was  gratified  with  new 
patents,  enlarging,  explaining,  and  con- 
fir  in  ing  the  privileges  which  he  had  before 
•btained;  and  extending  the  viceroyalty 
and  admiralfhip  over  all  the  countries  he 
had  difcovered,  aswcll  as  thofe  he  lliould 
difcover,  for  it  was  refolved  he  fi.culdre- 
turn  to  the  Weft  Indies  with  a  powerful 
armament  to  fuppo.rt  the  colony  he  had  fet- 
tled, and  proceed  with  further  difcoveries^ 
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and  in  the  meantime  they  foliclted  and  pfo 
cured  from  pope  Alexander  VI «  an  exclu- 
i!ve  right  to  all  the  lands  he  fliould  find 
and  fubdue  in  that  dire£tion  as  far  as  the 
E&Ct  Indies. 
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